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German Demooratio Bepublio 


CBITICAL REPORT ON REICHSBAEIN 
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^ Ministry of Transportation! jLiioiuaes ft Secretariat for railroads, headed by 
State Secretary Wollweber* One of its departments is concerned with the Reichsbahn 

® "traffic, operations, oonstruotion, technical 

administration, and training. Generally, the Ministry has no influence 
but follows instructions from Karls^orst (Soviet headquarters) and from the SEID. 

Qrg^ization of the Directorate General and the directorates is given/as previously 


vw ww* JUB pr©VJ 

except for the addition of a Party Secretarial to the 


described 

m^age^nV* Mere, too, the Soviets make the final decisions. Administrative decisions 
are without any legal basis, motivated only by opportunism. Individuals* riehts 

being trained elaborately for loading positions in & 
unified Germany. There is ag'eat turnover in personnel. The party organization 
IS Imted by everybody but the opportunists. Spying and intimidation is everywhere. 

The -transportation police has been separated from the railroads and incorporated into 
the regular L^d and zonal police forces. The repair shops have reached their former 
efficiency but the volume of repairs is increasing. As of 1 July 1961 the average 

organizations, teolinioal as well as social, hnw 
been coordinated , On 10 June 1961 new railroad uniforms were introduced. The total 
Reichsbahn persoi^el numbers about 242,000. The track structure is in poor condition. 
Rail bre^s ^e frequent due to the use of heavy freight t rains (carrying 2,000 tons 
and more). Shortages exist of certain tools (blades for rail swre, elding rods, 
ballot forks), new rails, fastenings, and cables. About 85 percent of all bridges 

" repaid. Switches, ties, and locomotives are in poor condition, 

® achieved with coal-dust locomotivea,Ostermann lubri- 

arresters. Quality of brown-coal is good, of blaok- 
The^fSipht^® Zwickau area poor. Lubricating material is scarce and of poor quality. 

""" (1946 * 78,000, 1 August 1951, 70,000). Manual 2Id 

faiily good condition. Spare parts for safety inttall.^- 
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Intensive ootai 

311 mining in -cne Werra Valley and the Southern 


The 


4 6* '’a'- «umoers oi roiling stock (490 oars per 24 hoxu 

w oari-ying an average of 1,600 tons, transport potash exports, 
Maxhuette works have a daily demand q| ^ 5oo oers.| ^ 

I Employment or remale labor is inoreasiTig 

I -M 4 -M 3._ ,l • . ^ 
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freed s.ie labor is forced into the mi niirS basic ^I^dult^tes^a^d intTtCge^gX 
police. Railroad personnel in the western border area is constantly rotated. ^Poli! 
tical s^eillanoe is very strict. The Erfurt Directorate has betSreen 170 and 201 

Jraor a-furt-Wel.s«U'el, line is still double- 
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